





With red tights flashing 
in the early sunlight 
legs scissoring below 
your bulky coat, 
you trudge earnestly 
toward the opening door, 
laden and hidden with bookbag and books. 
I fear your tiny body will break 
beneath the weight of 
all you will become. 
But abruptly you stop, 
turn to me 
and 
with a brilliance of smile 
exploding unexpectedly from beneath 
your golden hair 
you wave your courage into my heart. 
Richard Rose 
MATTHEW 
Your tiny body crouches into 
a gunfighter's stance, 
crumpled hat crushing supportive ears, 
gun belt slung across naked hips, 
downy legs emerging from beloved boots. 
You try, for an instant, to be 
ferocious. 
Joyous failure comes as, 
eyes first, 
the delight of being overwhelms you. 
Your exquisite face 
crinkles into disarray, 
flower hands flutter to ward off your glee, 
and you are etched again 
into my forever. 
Richard Rose 
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DEDICATION 
This f irst issue of 
PERCEPTIONS 
is dedicated to our friend, colleague, and teacher, 
Evelyn Mitchell, 
on her retirement from Gainesville Junior College. 
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